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Public Health Considerations
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According to the Texas Education Agency, the virus that causes COVID-19 can 
infect people of all ages, and school system leaders should do everything feasible 
to keep students, teachers, staff, and our community safe. While it is not possible 
to eliminate all risk of furthering the spread of COVID-19, the current science 
suggests there are many steps schools can take to reduce the risks to students, teachers, staff, and their families 
significantly. TEA recommends that all school districts follow key practices to minimize the viral spread.  These 
key practices include prevention, response, and mitigation to reduce the likelihood that coronavirus outbreaks 
occur on campus.

Per CDC, “Community mitigation efforts aim to reduce the rate at which someone infected comes in contact 
with someone not infected, or reduce the probability of infection if there is contact. The more a person interacts 
with different people, and the longer and closer the interaction, the higher the risk of COVID-19 spread.  
Precautions should be taken to protect teachers, staff, and students.”

Rockwall ISD has implemented mitigation strategies described in the below chart.  In addition, Rockwall ISD has 
partnered with Rockwall County which includes the Rockwall County Health Authority to monitor new active 
COVID-19 identified cases.  In addition, Rockwall ISD has formed a contact tracing team of registered nurses 
who will let individuals know when they may have been exposed to COVID-19.  Notified individuals should 
monitor their health for signs and symptoms of COVID-19 and self-quarantine if they are a close contact.  Per 
CDC, contact tracing is key to slowing the spread of COVID-19 and helps protect you, your family, and your 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
There are several factors that our Health Services team would have to consider in reviewing a situation regarding 
an individual who has tested positive or been diagnosed by a healthcare provider with COVID-19. These factors 
include the following TEA definitions and considerations. Per TEA SY 20-21 Public Health Planning Guidance 
released August 4, 2020, in general, close contact is defined as:
 a. Being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or
 b. Being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional factors like
 case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close contact have
 been consistently and properly masked), ventilation or the presence of dividers may affect this 
 determination.

Note 1:  Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined as 
two days prior to symptom onset to 10 days after symptom onset. 

Note 2:  In the case of asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is 
defined as two days prior to the confirming lab test and continuing for 10 days following the confirming lab test.

Mitigation Efforts in Schools

Close Contact and Contact Tracing



Intermittent School Closures 
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There will almost certainly be situations that necessitate temporary school closure 
due to positive COVID-19 cases in schools. Parents, educators, and school 
administrators should be prepared for this in the event that it occurs, while actively 
working to prevent it through prevention and mitigation practices.  Rockwall ISD will consider the 
Decision-Making Protocol, shown below, for responses for Every Identified Case/Two or More Cases.



Communicating 
Decision-Making Protocol for 
Responses to Identified 
COVID-19 Cases 

In addition to the decision-making protocols in school operations when a positive case is identified, Rockwall 
ISD will send notification to parents and staff of the affected campus per Texas Education Agency. Should the 
number of cases warrant an intermittent closure of a school, a notification will be sent to all District families and 
staff.  

Rockwall ISD believes in its role of civic responsibility as a partner in Rockwall County.  As such, Rockwall ISD 
created a COVID-19 dashboard on the District website. Rockwall ISD provides this data for all families, staff, 
and community members as a summary of all positive COVID-19 cases in our schools and support areas. The 
dashboard, organized by campus, includes the number of lab-positive cases for both staff and students as well as 
the number of individuals who have completed a minimum 10-day stay at home requirement. This data, 
compiled and maintained by the District Student Services Department, is updated daily. The dashboard is an 
additional communication created by Rockwall ISD beyond the Texas Education Agency requirement of 
positive case notification to staff and parents of the affected campus. The dashboard is posted to the District 
website homepage here: rockwallisd.com/covid19dashboard
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Conclusion
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The guidance established in this document is being provided based on the public 
health situation as we understand it today.  The prevention and mitigation 
practices are designed to significantly reduce the likelihood that a coronavirus 
outbreak occurs on campus. Consistently implementing recommendations to the extent feasible is the best 
way to reduce the potential negative impact of infection on students’ educational experiences. Per TEA, please 
know that there will almost certainly be situations that necessitate intermittent school closure due to positive 
COVID-19 cases in schools requiring students and teachers to pivot to remote learning at home. 
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